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All editorial matter for publication in the MAY magazine should be sent to: apple-
doremagazine@hotmail.com, NOT LATER THAN THE TWENTIETH OF
APRIL Please provide copy to our email address, as above, preferably as a Word file
attachment.

The Appledore Parish Magazine is produced, printed, collated and delivered by
a number of villagers who kindly volunteer to take on these tasks. It is
delivered free to every household in the village. This is unusual; the majority of
village magazines carry a cover price of 50p or so. It is supported financially by
advertisers and by one or two organisations, such as the Parish Council and
the Parochial Church Council, which contribute towards the space that they
regularly occupy. But it could not continue to exist without donations from
private householders who, over the years and on a regular basis, have given
us money to keep going.

Donations — Cash or Cheques (made payable to Appledore Parish
Magazine) should be sent to: - Parish Magazine Accounts, c/o Brian Knight,
Heathland House, Woodchurch Road, Appledore. TN26 2BB or by Bank
Transfer to — Business Account Number 03213421 Sort Code 30-90-28.

We acknowledge donations in the magazine by name or anonymous, but not
the amount. If you would like your name mentioned please tell us this when
making a donation or inform the editor by email. Thank You.

Advertising: Brian Knight 01233 758319
email: Thrkng@aol.com

A year's advertising (11 magazines) is £35 per 1/6th page. The magazine is delivered to 400 houses
and is available to visitors via the Village Shop and church.


mailto:appledoremagazine@hotmail.com
mailto:appledoremagazine@hotmail.com
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To the Children of Gaza

Dearcl‘lﬂd.

Jtis past midnight. | am ﬁging at hundreds of miles an hour in the darkness, thousands of feet over the Atlantic
Occan. l am travcling to EgyPt l will goto the border of Gaza at Ka{:a]';. Igo because oFgou.

You have neverbeenina Planc. You have neverleft (Gaza. You know only the clcnsc[g Pac‘«:d streets and a"cys.
The concrete hovels. You know onlg the sccurity barriers and fences Patro“ccl by soldiers that surround Gaza.
Flancs, Forgou, are tcm'ngng, Fightcrjcts. Attack hclicoptcrs. Drones. Thcy circle above you. Thc3 choP
missiles and bombs. Dca{:ening cxPlosions. The ground shakes. Builc]ings fall. The dead. T he screams. T he
muffled calls for hclP from beneath the rubble. lt does not stoP. Nig]’ﬂ: and clay. TraPPcd under the Pilcs of
smashed concrete. Your Plagmatcs. Your schoolmates. Your ncighbours. (Gone in seconds. You see the chalkg
faces and 1imP bodies when thcy are c]ug out.]ama reporter. Jtis mgjob to see this. You are a child. You should

never see this.

Thc stench of death. Rotting corpses under broken concrete. You hold your brcath. You cover your mouth with
cloth. You walk faster. Your neighbourl’noocl has become a gravcgarc{, All that was familiar is gone. You stare in

amazement. YOU WOF\C}CI‘ W]"lCI‘C HOU are.

You are afraid. Explosion after cxplosion. You cry. You cling to your mother or father. You cover your ears. You
see the white light of the missile and wait for the blast. Whg do theg kill children? What did you do? Whg can’t
anyone protect you? Will you be wounded? Will you lose a ]cg or an arm? \Will you go blind or be in a wheelchair?
Wl’\g were you born? Was itfor somcthing goocl? Or was it for this? Will you grow up? Will you be l'laPPy? What
will it be like without 3our{:ricncls? Who will die next? Your mother? Your father? Your brothers and sis-

ters? Someone you know will be injurcd. Soon. Someone you know will die. Soon.
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At nig]’nt you lie in the dark on the cold cement floor. Thc Phoncs are cut. Thc internet is off. You do not know what is
l'laPPening. ﬂere are flashes o{:light, ﬂere are waves of blast concussions. Therc are screams. ]t does not stoP.

When Hour{:ather or mother hunts for food or water you wait, That terrible {:eeling in your stomach. WI“ they come
back? Will you see them again? Will your ting home be next? Will the bombs find you? Are these your last moments on

]:_a rt]w?

You drink 5alt3, dirtg water. ]t makes youvery sick. Your stomach hurts, You are hungrg, Thc bakeries are c]cstroyccl,
[T here is no bread. You eat one meal a day, FPasta. A cucumber. Soon this will seem like a feast.

You do not Play with your soccer ball made of rags. You do not ﬂg your kite made from old newspapers.

You have seen {:orcign rcPortcrs. We wear ﬂakjackcts with the word FKESS written on it. We have helmets. We have
cameras. Wc drivcjccps. We appear aftera bombing ora shooting. Wc sit over coffee fora long time and talk to the
adults. Thcn we c]isaPPcar. We do not usua“g interview children. But | have done interviews when groups of you
crowded around us. Laugl'ling. Foinﬁng. Aslcing us to take your Picturc.

I have been bombed byjcts in Gaza. I have been bombed in other wars, wars that haPPcncd before you were born. I too
was very, very scared. | still have dreams about it. thn | see the Picturcs of (Gaza these wars return to me with the force
of thunder and Iiglwtning. I think o{:gou.

Al! of us who have been to war hate war most of all because of what it does to children.

T here are very brave Falcstinianjournalists, Thir‘tg-ninc of them have been killed since this bombing bcgan. Thcy are
heroes. So are the doctors and nurses in your hosPita|5. So are the UN workers. F_igl‘ltg~ninc of whom have died. So
are the ambulance drivers and the medics. So are the rescue Parl:ics that lift up the slabs of concrete with their hands.
50 are the mothers and fathers who shield you from the bombs.

But we are not there. Not this time. Wc cannot get in. Wc are locked out.

chortcrs from all over the world are going to the border crossing at Rafah. We are going because we cannot watch this
slaug['ltcr and do notl'ling. We are going because hundreds of Pcoplc are dying a clag, inc|ucling 160 children. We are

going because we have children. |_ike you. Precious. [nnocent. | oved. Wc are going because we want you to live.

| hoPc one dag we will meet. You will be an adult. | will be an old man, a|tl-|ougl1 to you | am a|rcacly very old. Jn my dream
for you | will find you free and safe and happg, No one will be trying to kill you. You will ﬂg in airP]ancs filled with Pcoplc,
not bombs. You will see the world. You will grow up and have children. You will become old. You will remember this suffer-
ing, but you will know it means you must [’\clp others who suffer. This is my hopc. Mg prayer.

Wc have failed you. This is the awful guilt we carry. We tried. But we did not try hard cnough. Wc will go to
Rafah. Many of us. chor‘tcrs. We will stand outside the border with (Gaza in protest. We will write and film. T his is what

we do. [tis not much. Butitis somctl’:ing. We will tell your story again.

Magbc it will be cnough to earn the rigl‘rt to ask for your Forgivcncss.

Chris Hcdgcs




Appledore Village Diary — April 2024

Monday Baby Class - Yoga & Sensory 1pm —2pm starting 15" April
Aerobics 6.15pm - 7pm ( not on April 1st)
Pregnancy Yoga 7.30pm — 8.30pm starting 15™ April

Tuesday Hamstreet Surgery Prescription Collection 10.15 - 10.45am
Tuesday Art Class 1pm - 4pm
Tuesday Pilates 5.55pm — 6.55pm

Wednesday Baby Massage Class 1pm - 2pm starting 17" April
Aerobics 6.15pm - 7pm

Wednesday Lindy Fit 7.30pm - 8.30pm

Thursday Pilates 9.45am — 10.45am

Swing Dance Class 6.30pm - 7.15pm

Friday Tai Chi 10.15am -11am ( not on April 12th)

Saturday 6th April Cake Bake Day Church Porch 9.30am
Monday 8" April APC Meeting 7.30pm

Tuesday 9™ April CARM Meeting Point 10am - 11.30am
Wednesday 10th April Repton Mobile Shop 10.30-11.30 Pavilion
Wednesday 10th April Book Club 7.30pm Black Lion

Thursday 11™ April Citizens Advice 10am — 12pm (small hall)
Saturday 13th April Johnny Shilton Surgery 11.30-1pm

Friday 19th April Ramblers 1pm Recreation Ground
Saturday 20™ April Militaria & Medals & Multi Stall Market 10am — 4pm
Sunday 21° April Antique Fair 10am — 4pm

Tuesday 23" April CARM Meeting Point  10am — 11.30am
Wednesday 24th April Repton Mobile Shop 10.30-11.30 Pavilion
Friday 26th April Visit to Hever Castle—Garden Society
Saturday 27™ April History Society Quiz 7pm

Tuesday 30" April Gardening Society 7.30pm

Talk—The Sensory/Therapeutic Garden
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WHO TO ASK

APPLEDORE ALLOTMENT CHARITY
Contact Iain Ramsden

01233 758763

appledoreac@gmail.com

APPLEDORE PARISH CHURCH Revd. Can.: Lindsay Hammond
Revd. Jeanette Kennett

01580 761591/07805840493
01233 758250/07888998874

Secretary Philippa Perkins, email: philippaperkins.appledorepcc@yahoo.com
Churchwarden Mr. Chris Self 01233 758078
Bells: Captain Mr. F. Wenham, Lindon Stone 01233 758362
Secretary Denise Stephens, Nonsuch Cottage 01233 758952
Steeple Keeper Mr. Aston Calladine 01233 758105
Flowers/Brass Mrs. J. Clifton, Priory Lands 01233 758285
Refreshments/Safeguarding Mrs. D. Clifton 01233 758256
METHODIST CONGREGATION Mrs. B. Fazzani, Oakhouse Farm 01233 758322
APPLEDORE & DISTRICT RIDING ASSOCIATION
Chair Mrs. Sue Hutcheson 07795 957488
APPLEDORE VILLAGE STORES 51/53 The Street 01233 758320

ASHFORD BOROUGH COUNCILLOR
ASHFORD BOROUGH CITIZENS ADVICE
ART CLUB

Denise Stephens email: georginajack@icloud.com

BRITISH RED CROSS
Tenterden & Cranbrook

For general enquiries
For medical loans specifically

Dr Ruth Smith
Helen Mattock

CARM: Meeting Point
Referrals

COMMUNITY RURAL WARDEN Joanna Vos, email: joanna.vos@kent.gov.uk

CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU Town Hall, Tenterden
Monday 10.00-16.00, Tues., Wed., Thurs., Fri. 10.00 -13.00

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SECURITY Ashford

DOCTORS Appledore/Hamstreet
Tenterden — Surgery
Woodchurch
ELECTRICITY Failure of supply UK Power Networks

APPLEDORE FOOTBALL CLUB Secretary—Dean Clark
Treasurer—Tom Missing

Manager—Scott Tippett

appledoresundayfc@gmail.com

FRIENDS OF APPLEDORE CHURCH
Chair Mrs. F Smith, email: fmks33@gmail.com

FRIENDS OF APPLEDORE STATION Chair: T W D Blaney

The Wish House

Mr. Johnny Shilton Johnny.Shilton@ashford.gov.uk

email: ashfordadvice@gmail.com

01233 758952

01580 763359
01233 620356

01233 758564
01233 758122

07980 770578

01580 762371

01233 208000

01233 730190
01580 763666
01233 860236

105

07737337976
07584859269
07935729609

01233 758628
07710 637962



APPLEDORE GARDEN SOCIETY

Chair Helen Sloman
Secretary Tessa Knight, Heathland House
HOSPITALS Buckland (Dover)

07968836603
01233 758319

01304 201624

William Harvey (Ashford) 01233 633331
Kent and Canterbury (Canterbury) 01227 766877
Benenden 01580 240333
West View (Tenterden) 01580 261500

KENT COUNTY COUNCILLOR Mike Hill 01580 766075
email: Michael.hill@kent.gov.uk

APPLEDORE LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY Chair: Brian Knight 01233 758319
Sec.: alhskent@gmail.com

PARISH COUNCIL Chair: Roger Hiskey 01233 758 097
Parish Clerk - Steve Mcintyre enquiries.apc.gmail.com

PARISH MAGAZINE Editor: Dr Ruth Smith, Griffin Park Cottage 01233 758564

Accounts & Advertising Mr. B Knight, Heathland House 01233 758319

POLICE Emergencies 999

Enquiries Non-Emergencies 101

PCSO: Kate Richards katherine.richards@kent.pnn.police.uk

RAMBLERS Jo Weeks 07949357459

RECREATION GROUND BOOKINGS

REFUSE COLLECTION Bulky items, e.g. fridges,
cookers etc. collected for £24 fee (for 4 items)

TAXI Tenterden Cars
TENTERDEN & DISTRICT DAY CENTRE Church Road, Tenterden

TENTERDEN COMMUNITY HUB

email: tenterdencommunityhub@gmail.com

TRAINS Enquiries
VETS Cinque Ports Veterinary Group Tenterden
www.cinqueportsvets.co.uk Rye
Pierson Stewart & Partners Tenterden
www.pspvets.co.uk Cranbrook
VILLAGE HALL Committee Chair Derek Winter
Bookings Marilyn Ray
email: villagehallappledore @gmail.com
Catering Jenny McLaughlin
Linda Hiskey
WATER COMPANY South East Water Office Hours
24 hour emergency service
WITTERSHAM CEP SCHOOL www.wittersham.kent.sch.uk

23/4/2024

01233 331111

01580 762444

01580 762882

01580 389941

08457 484950
01580 763309
01797 222265

01580 765244
01580 713381

01233 758570
01233 758586

01233 758618
01233 758097

08458 506060
0333 0000365

01797 270329


mailto:katherine.richards@kent.pnn.police.uk
http://www.pspvets.co.uk
http://www.wittersham.kent.sch.uk

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND IN TENTERDEN, ROTHER AND OXNEY

We are a group of churches covering Appledore, Ebony, Newenden, Rolvenden,
Smallhythe, St Michael’s, Stone, Tenterden and Wittersham.

SERVICES IN CHURCH AND ONLINE
DURING MARCH

Morning Prayer will be said Monday to Friday at 9am in Tenterden Church. This
service will not appear online.
Beginning the Day with God, a ten-minute reflective service, will be online only
from Monday to Saturday.
Ending the Day with God, a ten-minute reflective service, will be online only
from Monday to Saturday.

Holy Communion will be celebrated at St Michael’s every Wednesday, and at
Tenterden every Thursday. Both celebrations will begin at 10am, and last about
twenty-five minutes. These services won't appear online.

To access our daily online worship, visit:

YouTube
St Mildred’s, Tenterden
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBAbfTcsSiigdHALMOGRdIWq
* LS below denotes a service which will be live streamed and then available on the
St Mildred’s YouTube channel.

Online services, can also be accessed through the daily bulletin, Connect Up!.
Connect Up | The Church of England in Tenterden, Rother & Oxney
(tentroxchurches.co.uk)

To receive Connect Up! please visit our website: wwwtentroxchurches.co.uk
https.//www.tentroxchurches.co.uk/

Saturday 6™ April
9am Reflective Service: Women of Holy Week (Tenterden)
followed by optional breakfast

Sunday 7™ April: The Second Sunday of Easter
11am Morning Praise (Appledore)
6pm Sung Evensong (Stone)

Sunday 14™ April: The Third Sunday of Easter
8am Holy Communion (Tenterden): LS
11am The Eucharist (Appledore)
6pm Sung Evensong (Tenterden): LS

Sunday 21° April: The Fourth Sunday of Easter
8am Holy Communion (Tenterden): LS
11am Celtic Morning Prayer (Appledore)
2pm Forest Church (Rolvenden Churchyard)
6pm Choral Evensong (Tenterden): LS

Sunday 28" April: The Fifth Sunday of Easter
8am Holy Communion (Tenterden): LS
11am The Eucharist (Appledore)
6pm Ecumenical Service (St Andrew’s Catholic Church, Tenterden)


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBAbfTcsSiiq4HALM0GRdWg
https://www.tentroxchurches.co.uk/worship/connect-up/
https://www.tentroxchurches.co.uk/worship/connect-up/
https://www.tentroxchurches.co.uk/
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2024 Gatherings

Sunday 24Hh March - 2.30pm  Sunday 28th July - 2pm
Sunday 2lst April - 2pm Sunday [8th August - 2pm
Sunday 19th May - 2pm ~ Sunday [5th September - 2pm
Sunday [6th June - 2pm Sunday 20th October - 2pm

Gather at Rolvenden Churchyard

Dress appropriately for the weather.
Bring something to sit on, and something to eat and drink if you wish.
An activity for all ages is provided at each gathering. All welcome!

An outdoor gathering in which we seek to explore our spirituality within and
through the natural world. Come along to enjoy a time of reflection and sharing,
family-friendly activities and fellowship.

Contact revandrewtapsell@gmail.com for more information, or visit
www.tentroxchurches.co.uk

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/tentroxchurches
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Minister’s Letter

Dear All,

At the time of writing, we have experienced sustained wet weather for what is beginning to
feel like eternity. | have no doubt that, in a few short weeks, perhaps even by the publication
of this magazine, we may well find ourselves complaining instead of unseasonal heat and
looming hosepipe bans. In any case, the current downpours and saturated ground aren’t
things which exactly encourage many people to get outside.

However, longer and warmer days tend to tempt many out of their winter shells as we make
the most of the great outdoors while the weather is pleasant. Most people enjoy being
outdoors for a variety of reasons — walking, running or cycling, gardening, trips to the play
park, the list goes on, but how often do we go outside simply just to appreciate the natural
world and to just be present within it?

Our society is one which demands activity and rewards productivity and achievement. These
of course are not bad things to strive for, but the danger is that we lose sight of the value to be
found in stillness and inactivity. Taking time to intentionally stop is important. Many of us will
rarely stop to keep a space in which there is intentionally no agenda, regardless of whether it
is one which is considered work or play. Doing so is valuable for our mental and spiritual
health and to do this outdoors is even better. Taking some time to be outside for no other
reason than being outside can enable us to become so much more present within our
surroundings, so much more attentive to the detailed beauty of what is around us, and feel so
much more connected with the life of our planet.

Some might be familiar with Forest School, an initiative which can be run independently but
which has also been adopted by many schools and pre-schools with the aim of providing
children with the benefits of learning outdoors. Similarly, Forest Church gatherings are held
up and down the country, also with a focus upon all the benefits of spending time outside, but
also with the intention of being curious about the connectivity we can find with wider creation
and to seek spiritual enrichment through that.

Last year, there were several monthly Forest Church gatherings held locally, and March saw
the first of this year’s gatherings take place amid the beauty of Rolvenden churchyard and the
vast landscape of the fields beyond it. Each gathering starts with some time of mindful
attentiveness before a theme is offered and individuals are invited to explore the natural world
around us, simply being present within it. Those attending then gather back together for a
time of sharing if they wish and an activity for all ages. If this sounds like something you or
someone you know might like to be a part of, the dates and times of future planned gatherings
can be found on page 9.

| pray that you find a sense of belonging and connection in the great outdoors this spring and
in any time you choose to spend outside. Just remember that, even if it is just on the odd
occasion, it is good to spend that time without an agenda and instead to simply be!

Lindsay
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For information re Baptisms, Banns and Weddings, Funerals
and other pastoral concerns, please contact
Rev. Canon Lindsay Hammond
01580 761591/07805 840493/tentvic@gmail.com
or Rev. Jeannette Kennett
758250/07888 998874/caulkhead7 @talktalk.net
For practical matters, please contact Church Warden

Chris Self 758078/chris.self45@gmail.com

PRODUCE IN THE PORCH

Thanks to everyone who leaves used jam jars, flower pots, plastic trays, books
and knitting wool in the church porch. We gratefully use them all and hope you
will please continue to donate in this way.

Our next Cake Bake day in the porch will be on Saturday 6th April at 9.30 fol-
lowed by Saturday 4th May and the first Saturdays of subsequent months.
Come any earlier you may not always find that the sausage rolls have arrived
as they are too hot to package!

If you feel the urge to make a cake / cookies/ savouries please contact either
Judith (758285) or Donna (758256) who would be delighted to hear from you.
As always every item (and ingredient) for sale is donated so all proceeds go
directly towards the upkeep of our beautiful church.

The porch is open every day from 9.00 am until late afternoon where you will
find our usual range of preserves, books, plants, flowers and other desirables.

Thank you to all who leave items in the porch for us to sell on the
Ancient and Modern stall at the Flower Festival. We are running out of
storage space so please will you hang on until August when we will be
very grateful to receive your “bric a brac” donations.

Thank you for your support. J.C.
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7th April
14th April

21st April

28th April

5th May

April 2024

7th April

14th April

21st April

28th April

5th May

If you are unable to take your turn, please telephone Judith Clifton on 758285 or text
07840 356681 — and the same numbers if you are unable to crack the code for the
kitchen / Glory Hole for oasis etc. Please take the old flowers home with you or place in
the black bin at church (not the green one as that is for recycle only). Would you like to

Sidesperson

Jane

Clive

Philippa

Judith

ALTAR

Kate Stevens
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Helen Downing-Waite

Linda Hiskey

Wendy Selmes

Denise Stephens

Horne

Church

Reader/Intercessor

Rota

Refreshments

Roger P/Brenda

Vicki/Chris

Roger H/Frances

Michael/Tony

Frances/Brenda

Flower

WEST END
Fay Stead

Helen Hennig

Julie Wooding

Paddy Moseley
Carly Amey

Chapel

Brenda/Eileen

Donna

Eileen

Fay

Brenda/Eileen

Rota

PORCH

Dawn Prance

Lynn Marston

Julie Flawn

Donna Clifton
Frances Smith

Judith Clifton

join us on the flower rota? If so please contact me on the above number.
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VILLAGE HALL NEWS

A wonderful day for anyone who loves to sing.

Guest Conductor and Voice Coach, Michael Bascom.
z Andrew Lloyd Webber Songs from the Shows.
2pm-5.30pm, St Dunstan's Church, Cranbrook.

Tickets must be pre-booked . £12.00, to include music and a
cuppa. ( Under 18s Free). For payment details please see our
website, http://www.cranbrookchoral.org.uk

N N NN NN



https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cranbrookchoral.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C9d5c4f4a0db54012a39208dc3bacdb88%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638450860795750685%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQ
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Parish Council Contact Details

Roger Hiskey 01233 758 097 | apc.rhiskey@gmail.com

(Chairman)

Paula Thornton 07557553626 apc.pthornton@gmail.com

Gary Kinsley 07565 504629 | apc.gkinsley@gmail.com
contact by messaging
welcomed

Sharon Marsh apc.smarsh@gmail.com

Chester Lusk 07939531014 apc.clusk@gmail.com
Contact by What’s App
welcomed

Kevin Nicol apc.knicol@gmail.com

Roger Kimber 01580 493576 | apc.rkimber@gmail.com

Parish Clerk enquiries.apc@gmail.com

Steve Mcintyre



mailto:apc.rhiskey@gmail.com
mailto:apc.gkinsley@gmail.com
mailto:enquiries.apc@gmail.com

Parish Council Update April 2024
(https://www.appledorekent.org )

Citizens Advice: ClIr Kinsley and ClIr. Johnny Shilton have arranged finance so that
Citizens Advice can be held on a regular basis in the Village Hall: This will be in the Small
Hall on the 2" Thursday of every month.

Antiques Advertising Cart in Station Car Park: Complaints have been raised about the
positioning in the centre of the car park- a hindrance and dangerous. The Parish Council
is attempting to get the cart positioned in a safer part of the car park.

Parish Council Notice boards: These are in a sorry state: Heathside board needs
replacing: and the Post Office board is in a poor state. Simon Honnor is working hard, as
a volunteer, to repair and upgrade the notice board in the middle of The Street. Many
thanks go to Simon for this public spirited and generous contribution.

Wooden Posts around lawn borders in The Street. These are now purchased and over
the coming weeks will be erected where required. The Parish council is aware that
attention is required.

School Road Pavements: Complaints have been raised about weed and algae in front of
some houses in School Road. This, together with overgrown hedges, is making use of the
pavement difficult, particularly for those with disabled transporters. KCC have a
Landscape Team who treat pavements regularly and their schedule for School Road has
been supplied. Most householders have cutback hedges: The cooperation of everyone is
required to avoid accidents.

Signs to the Carpark in Court Lodge Road: Despite regular communication with KCC
Transport and Highways, we are still waiting for directional signs to this car park.
Assurances have been given by KCVC that they are chasing their contractor to finish the
job.

New Parish Clerk for Appledore: We were fortunate to have 5 excellent candidates for
the position of Parish Clerk: Following interviews by our Personnel Committee, Steve
Mcintyre is our new Parish Clerk and Anico Szocs, our Responsible Finance Officer. We
wish them all success in their new responsibilities.

Next Meeting: Please come and join us at the next Parish Council meeting on Monday 8"
April at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
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FROM THE SHOW
COMMITTEE

Although it has been very wet and we are somewhat limited as to what we can do in the
garden, we can think about and prepare for various classes in the Village Show!

Our potatoes at home are currently spread out in trays on the spare bed where they are
happily ‘chitting’!! This is the term used for letting the potatoes grow shoots which will give
you a slightly earlier and bigger potato crop. The Village Show is on September 7" so
probably a Maincrop potato would be advisable as these would be planted in April and
harvested from August to October. Potatoes could be entered in classes 9, 10 and 50.

There are also classes for tomatoes and so now is a perfect time to sow tomato seeds.
Sowing the seeds indoors allows you to start the growing year much earlier than if you are
sowing outside. Plant the seeds in small pots or trays and keep them in a warm place.
Courgettes, Peppers and Cucumbers can all be sown now too. Make sure you keep the
compost moist and if on a windowsill turn regularly to prevent the plants growing towards the
light and becoming distorted. Pot on when they are big enough to handle.

Hopefully the weather should soon improve and then the soil in our garden will start to dry
out and warm up. This will allow us to get planting carrots, parsnips, leeks, beans and
cabbages which can then be entered into the various vegetable classes.

If you don’t have much luck raising your own plants then make sure you go to the plant sale,
organised by Appledore Garden Society, in the Village Hall on June 8" from 10.00 am. This
is their main fund raiser of the year and several of us are frantically growing plants for the
event. You can buy your vegetable plants at the sale, grow some amazing produce and
then enter into the Village Show in September!!

Happy Gardening!!!

Jo Weekes

CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU

Citizens Advice Bureau will be holding open mornings in the Village Hall. Initially we
doubted this would happen as the CAB has no budget to allow for the rent of venues, but
ABC ClIr Johnny Shelton kindly found budget to enable this, and the Village Hall has also
contributed to the CAB to allow these helpful advice sessions to go-ahead.

Ashford Advice will be on the 2nd Thursday of the month from 10am - 12 noon. We are then
in Woodchurch from 1pm.
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Appledore
Fun Quiz Night
Famous Guest Quizmaster &
His Indispensable Assistant

Saturday, 27" April 2024
Appladore Village Hall.

Hall Opens at 7:00pm:

Quiz Commences at 7:30pm.

Book Earty, Numbers Limited, Avoid Disappointment

Cash Prize for the Winning Team f /’.
&

Cash Prizes for Raffle* %
Cash Prize for Lucky Ticket*

Drawn During Interval® !

v

Maximum 6 People to a TEﬂrnf
Tickets £7.50 Per Person.

Bring Your Own Refreshment:
Soft Drinks Available to Purch as&i

: To Enter a Team, Contact Brian Knight ;
- Telephone: 01233 758319 - Email: Thrkng@aol.com
: ._._:'_E'I_II.:" 5, H

("5 InSupportof Appledore
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Swing Neece Class

Every Thursday 6.30-7.15 pm

APPLEDORE
VILLAGE HALL
ASHFORD
TN26 2AE

CONTACT ALEX
ON 07828
158412

The Repton Charity Mobile Shop

The pop-up shop is delighted and so pleased with the level of
interest from residents who want to help. Repton have sent out
application forms to everyone we’ve had interest from so far (which
is good for a new venue) and should be ok for shop volunteers now,
we are going to create a rota to have 2 helpers per session. Any
more than that could feel quite intimidating for people coming in
alone. The Repton pop-up shop targets families who are working to
tight budgets by offering up to £20 of goods for just £6. The shop is
open in the Pavilion on the Recreation Ground alternate Wednesday
mornings for one hour from 10:30-11:30. If anyone would like their
group to fundraise for us outside of the shop sessions, or do a food
collection drive, that would still be of great help. Any donations
received can go specifically towards buying stock to support the
Appledore customers.
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Appledore Ramblers 15th March 2024

Today we woke up to heavy rain, but in true ramble style, by 1.00 pm it had stopped and the
sun was trying to shine! Eleven of us and Brodie the dog left the recreation ground by the
back gate walking along the top of the first sheep field and then cutting diagonally across on
the AT119 to the wooden bridge in the corner. The path then goes across a small field to a
kissing gate into one of Gusbourne’s Vineyards. This gate currently has a broken hinge,
which has been reported, so it is awkward to open! We now walk up to Mill Hill, sheep graze
in between the vines on our right and are kept in the vineyard with electric fencing. The
footpath then goes diagonally across a field which is currently planted up with corn, so we
follow a Gusbourne track which also means we can avoid a lot of mud! We cross a stile and
a bridge and are then in a grass field with lovely views looking over Hornes Place and
Gusbourne Farm. The footpath continues over another stile and then twists through an area
that looks like it is someone’s garden. We cross over another stile and the path goes through
a small wooded area where wild primroses are blooming and reminding us it really is Spring.
The end of the path pops out on the Kenardington road by the white Appledore village gates
near to Gusbourne, it is marked by a post with the sign missing! It’s funny because | have
often driven past this post and wondered where it went and now | know!!

We walk along a short bit of road and then turn right onto the Snargate road which passes the
entrance to Gusbourne. We get a bit muddled up with a big convoy of cars all making their
way into the Vineyards for a tour or wine tasting and a couple of the ramblers wonder if they
could sneak in too and forget the ramble!! We walk along the road which is very quiet and
obviously easy walking. After about half a mile we turn left up some steps and are now on
the AT177A. This goes through another vineyard and then there is another stile and steps
down to a wonderful old looking lane that could easily feature in a television period drama.
Tracy knows this lane and explains to us that it is a byway and it links the Kenardington Road
to Snargate Road. It runs almost parallel to the path leading from Sly Corner into the fields
leading towards the Saxon Shore Way. We cross this and go up more steps and into a field,
as we start to cross the field we see and hear a very unusual bird and wonder if it is a skylark.
Following research when we get home, we learn it was a Meadow Pipit, who like arable
croplands and the saltmarshes and use elevated perches like fences or electricity wires to
watch for predators.

We arrive at a very muddy kissing gate where someone has laid logs in the mud for walkers
to balance on! The path continues on across some arable fields and comes out on a small
road quite close to Kenardington Church. We admire the view over to Dungeness Power
Station and then turn right, again walking along the road which drops down the hill. We take
a left at the bottom of the hill and after a short bit of road reach the gateway by Highham
Farm and can now pick up the footpath AT 127 which is next to the Royal Military Canal. We
now have about a 2 mile hike back along the canal. Apart from one grey heron, the wildlife is
staying well hidden. We do notice though that the water level in the canal is very high and the
water is quite muddy looking which is probably because it has draingd '

We finally make it back to the village where some of us need to
get home but some decide a quick drink at the Black Lion is
needed! The drink is very welcome but we can’t dally for too
long as some of us need to get ready for this evening’s St.
Patrick’s Day dinner at the Village Hall. At least with all our
walking we have earnt our Irish stew tonight!!

Jo Weeks.



20

Plasgt from the Past

Appledore Parish Magazine—September 1960

APPLEDORE .CAMEOS FROM THE PAST. 1.

“NO_CHILDREN CAME AND THEREFORE_NO_SCHOOL"

This phrase, copied from the headmaster's entry in the.
Appledore ‘School Log Book, dated lst.July 1897, seems to sum up,
in a few wards, the biggest prohlem which teachers had to
face in the days hefore the first world war. Children stayed
away from school on the flimsiest of excuses and any form of had
weather sent the attendance down with a bang. Girls were kept
at home because mother went out to work, boys would stay away
to go "beating in the woods", to help with cherry pickimg or,
as these entries show -

"Feb 23rd. 1899, Very few presént on. account of fox humt"
"Nov. 5th. Many absent, as usual on this date" '

Holidays were shorter in those days. They had one week at
Christmas, a few days at Easter and Whitsunm and four weeks for
"hop picking" although, when school was re-opened, the hop-
picking was often still in progress and they would close dawm
again for a further week. All the same, they didn't do too
badly, for odd day and half-day holidays were granted with
surprising frequency for such things as Appledore. Flower Show;
Club Day; Sunday Schoal or Chapel outings; to attend the funeral
af a well~known. local person or in order that the schoolroom
could be prepared for a concert. ;

As if to put a curb on all this, we find the following -

"July 29th 1896. The Vicar said that there was to be a
holiday on Monday, (Bank Holiday), but no more Bank Holidays
to be observed, also expressed a wish for school to be

open Good Friday".

Judging by later entries, however, the Vicar was unlucky,
for Bank Holidays went on as usual.

In those days a grant was paid to the school which depended
upon a favourable report by Her Majesty's Inspector. In 1895
the report said -

"Order has improved, but is not yet perfect. As,however;
there was much to distract the attention of the children
on the day of the inspection, a sham fight being in
progress in the neighbourhood, I feel myself justified
in recommending the higher grant for discipline."

N T A Happy Days!

G.A.F.
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COUCILLOR
SURGERY

Come along to meet your local Ashford Borough
Councillor Johnny Shilton and discuss any issues you may
have. Johnny will be in Appledore Village Hall on
Saturday 13th April 11:30am - 1pm.

If you wish to discuss a sensitive issue, or are not available on 13th April get in touch to
book an appointment. All Oxney residents welcome.

Appledore Parish Meeting

This annual meeting was held on Thursday 21st March in the Village Hall. Everyone
appeared to be well and we met in the big Hall so were not sitting in each other's pockets.

Reports were received from Chair of the Parish Council Roger Hiskey who advised that we
now have a new clerk and a new finance office. Clir Mike Hill spoke about the overspend at
KCC and it's implications. Cll Johnny Shilton spoke about his first year in the job. Canon
Lindsay Hammond informed us that the wooden plaque of war dead which was in the
Methodist Chapel has now been moved into the Parish Church.

Significant reports

The Bellringers are very short of ringers and need new fit volunteers if ringing is to continue.
Simon Honnor advised that the Ashford New Local Plan showed a lot of areas in red for
development. Simon assured us that many of those sites were unlikely to get built on and not
to worry excessively. The Football teams need under 11s and veterans to complete their
teams. The Pavilion will soon be renovated from Car Rally profits. The Ramblers have
checked most of our local footpaths and produced maps indicated open and currently
blocked paths.

Ruth



