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VILLAGE DIARY 

MARCH 2022 

Redevelopment  of the Village Hall continues. 

 

All editorial matter for publication in the APRIL magazine should be sent to: The Editor, Oak House, 
74 The Street, Appledore, TN26 2AE, tel.  no 01233 758249, email: 
appledoremagazine@hotmail.com, NOT LATER THAN THE TWENTIETH OF MARCH. Please 

provide copy to our email address, preferably as a Word file attachment. 

 

 

Advertising: Brian Knight 01233 758319 

   email: ThrKng@aol.com 

A year's advertising (11 magazines) is £25 per 1/6th page. The magazine is delivered to 

400 houses and is available to visitors via the Village Shop and church. 

The Appledore Parish Magazine is produced, printed, collated and delivered by a 
number of villagers who kindly volunteer to take on these tasks. It is delivered 
free to every household in the village. This is unusual; the majority of village 
magazines carry a cover price of 30p or so. It is supported financially by 
advertisers and by one or two organisations, such as the Parish Council and the 
Parochial Church Council, which contribute towards the space that they regularly 
occupy. But it could not continue to exist without donations from private 
householders who, over the years and on a regular basis, have given us money 
to keep going. Donations should be sent to: The Editor, Oak House, 74 The 
Street, Appledore, TN26 2AE. Cheques should be made payable to Appledore 
Parish Magazine. 

mailto:appledoremagazine@hotmail.com
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Dear Appledore, 

March is always a busy month as keen 

gardeners start planning and planting for the 

summer. We can also enjoy all the Spring 

bulbs starting to flower. This year we can add 

to that the mending of fences, greenhouses, 

roof tops and the fixing of all the other 

problems Storms Eunice and Franklin have 

thrown up. At the time of writing, I hear storm 

Gladys might be on the way! We hope 

everyone now has water and power restored 

and that no one suffered too much damage. 

These storms seem to becoming a yearly 

event – very worrying indeed. 

Appledore is gearing up for the reopening of 

the Village Hall – though no confirmed date as 

yet – well timed to coincide with the lifting of 

Covid restrictions. I look forward to meeting up 

with old friends at the clubs and classes once 

again! Look out for the new Parents and 

Toddlers Group on page 9. 

One lovely event in the village this month is 

the Mother’s Day celebrations at the Black 

Lion. Ray and Sandra are putting on a fine 

spread for all the mums out there – book early 

to avoid disappointment. Details are on page 

20. 

Since the winds have died down, I’m off out 

into the garden to start preparing my Jubilee 

flower bed – red, white, and blue all the way! 

Have a good month! 

Maureen 
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WHO TO ASK 

APPLEDORE ALLOTMENT CHARITY 

Clerk to the Trustees  Mrs Mary Shaw, The Homestead   01233 758298 

APPLEDORE PARISH CHURCH  Revd. Can.: Lindsay Hammond   01580 761591 
Secretary           Philippa Perkins, email: philippaperkins.appledorepcc@yahoo.com 
Reader    Mrs Alison Gilbert      01797 280243 
Churchwardens   Mrs Frances Smith      01233 758201 
      Mr Chris Self      01233 758078  
Bells: Captain   Mr F. Wenham, Lindon Stone    01233 758362 
  Secretary   Denise Stephens, Nonsuch Cottage    01233 758952  
  Steeple Keeper  Mr Aston Calladine     01233 758105 
Flowers/Brass   Mrs J. Clifton, Priory Lands    01233 758285 
Music     tba 
Refreshments   Mrs D. Clifton      01233 758256 

 
METHODIST CHURCH  Secretary Mrs B. Fazzani, Oakhouse Farm  01233 758322 
 
APPLEDORE & DISTRICT RIDING ASSOCIATION 
Chair     Mrs Sue Hutcheson     07795 957488 

 

APPLEDORE GOOD NEIGHBOUR SERVICE 

Free transport for housebound villagers       01233 758478 

 

APPLEDORE VILLAGE STORES   51/53 The Street    01233 758320 

 

ASHFORD BOROUGH COUNCILLOR Mr Michael Burgess   01233 628387 

 

ASHFORD BOROUGH CITIZENS ADVICE email:  ashfordadvice@gmail.com 

 

ART CLUB  Denise Stephens, email: georginajack@icloud.com   01233 758952 

 

BRITISH RED CROSS  For general enquiries     01580 763359 

Tenterden & Cranbrook  For medical loans specifically    01233 620356 

 

CARM:      Helen Mattock     01233 758122 

 

CHILD HEALTH CLINIC  Hamstreet: Wednesday 10.30 – 12.00 

     Appledore: Friday  10.00 – 12.00 

 

COMMUNITY RURAL WARDEN    Joanna Vos, email: joanna.vos@kent.gov.uk 07980 770578 

 

CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU Town Hall, Tenterden      01580 762371 

 Monday 10.00-16.00, Tues., Wed., Thurs., Fri. 10.00 -13.00 

 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SECURITY Ashford      01233 208000 

 

DOCTORS    Appledore/Hamstreet     01233 730190 
     Tenterden – Surgery     01580 763666 
     Woodchurch      01233 860236 
 

ELECTRICITY   Failure of supply UK Power Networks   105 

 
APPLEDORE FOOTBALL CLUB  Seniors:  Kenny Beale    07899 030276 
      Juniors:  Richard Baker    07403075961 

      Veterans: Paul Shilling    07487728191  
FRIENDS OF APPLEDORE CHURCH 

Chair   Mrs F Smith, email: fmks33@gmail.com 
Vice-Chair  Miss A Hill         

FRIENDS OF APPLEDORE STATION  Chair: T W D Blaney   01233 758628 

       The Wish House, Kenardington Road,  07710 637962  
       Appledore  TN26 2BS 
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APPLEDORE GARDENERS’ SOCIETY 

Chair   Paul Ripley, 2 Station Villas      01233 758410 
Secretary  Tessa Knight, Heathland House, Woodchurch Rd   01233 758319 

 
HOSPITALS    Buckland (Dover)      01304 201624 
     William Harvey (Ashford)    01233 633331 
     Kent and Canterbury (Canterbury)   01227 766877 
     Benenden       01580 240333 
     West View (Tenterden)     01580 261500 

 
KENT COUNTY COUNCILLOR  Mike Hill       01580 766075 
     email: Michael.hill@kent.gov.uk 
 
KENTISH EXPRESS   Ruth Smith            01233 758564 
Correspondent   email:  ruthasmith@sky.com 
 
APPLEDORE LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY Chair:  Brian Knight   01233 758319 
     Sec.: Jo Killick, email: secalhs@gmail.com 
 
MEETING POINT   Mrs V Beale, 9 Elmtree     01233 758548 

 
PARISH COUNCIL  Chair: Roger Hiskey     01233 758 097 

     email:  apc.mphilo@gmail.com    01233 758107 
 

PARISH MAGAZINE   Editor: Maureen Catt, Oak House, 74 The Street  01233 758249 

Accounts & Advertising  Mr B Knight, Heathland House     01233 758319 

 

POLICE    Emergencies      999 

Enquiries    Non-Emergencies      101 

 

PCSO:    Katherine Richards, email: katherine.richards@kent.pnn.police.uk 

 

RECREATION GROUND BOOKINGS        07770 947067  

 

REFUSE COLLECTION  Bulky items, e.g. fridges, 

 cookers etc. collected for £24 fee (for 4 items) 01233 331111 

 

SAMARITANS   Ashford        01233 610000 

 

TAXI      Tenterden Cars      01580 762444 

 

TENTERDEN & DISTRICT DAY CENTRE Church Road, Tenterden   01580 762882 

 

TENTERDEN  COMMUNITY HUB 

      email: tenterdencommunityhub@gmail.com 01580 389941 

TRAINS     Enquiries        08457 484950 

 

VETS    Cinque Ports Veterinary Group   Tenterden  01580 763309 
   www.cinqueportsvets.co.uk   Rye   01797 222265 
   Pierson Stewart & Partners    Tenterden  01580 765244 
   www.pspvets.co.uk     Cranbrook  01580 713381 

 

VILLAGE HALL  Committee Chair  Huw Jenkins   01233 758152 
    Bookings   Marilyn Ray    01233 758586 
    email: villagehallappledore@gmail.com 

 

WATER COMPANY  South East Water Office Hours     08458 506060 

        24 hour emergency service  0333 0000365 

 

WITTERSHAM CEP SCHOOL  www.wittersham.kent.sch.uk   o1797 270329 

20/2/2022 

mailto:katherine.richards@kent.pnn.police.uk
http://www.pspvets.co.uk
http://www.wittersham.kent.sch.uk
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St Peter and St Paul, Appledore 

March Services 2022 

 

Sunday 6
th

 March 

10.30am – All-Age Worship 

 

Sunday 13
th

 March 

10.30am – Holy Communion 

 

Sunday 20
th

 March 

10.30am – Joint All-Age Worship 
 

 

Sunday 27
th

 March (Mothering Sunday) 

10.30am – Holy Communion 

 

‘Beginning the Day with God’ and ‘Ending the Day with God’, our daily online only 

services for the Tenterden Benefice, can be accessed through the daily bulletin: 

‘Connect Up’. You can subscribe (free) to ‘Connect Up’ at tenterdencofe.co.uk, 

click on ‘worship events and daily bulletin’, then scroll down to the big box saying 

‘Connect Up!’. Alternatively email Lindsay, who will make sure you are joined up! 

 
For further details for Baptisms, Weddings and Banns or for any 

pastoral concerns which you would like to discuss, 

Please contact The Rev’d Canon Lindsay Hammond 

01580 761591 tentvic@gmail.com 

 
For practical matters, please contact Church Wardens 

Mrs Frances Smith fmks33@gmail.com 
Mr Chris Self chris.self45@gmail.com 

mailto:tentvic@gmail.com
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A Letter from the Ministry Team at  
St Peter & St Paul Church, Appledore, and St Mary the Virgin, 

Stone 
 

Dear Friends, 

 
Mothering Sunday this year falls on Sunday 27th March. For some this will be an 

opportunity to come to church and give thanks for the ‘Mothering’ they have received, 

either from their own mothers, or from those who have nurtured and cared for them in 

other contexts. Others will prefer to celebrate the day by treating ‘Mum’ to breakfast in 

bed, or taking her out to tea. Almost certainly, mums will receive a card and perhaps a 

gift from their offspring.  

 

It is, of course, an excellent excuse to recall and celebrate the love of mothers, but, in 

reality, the roots of Mothering Sunday are rather different, and go back to the 16th 

century, when the word ’Mother’ referred not to an individual, but to ‘Mother Church’. 

For us, this would have been Canterbury Cathedral. On the 4th Sunday of Lent, it was 

the tradition to make a pilgrimage to the mother church, known as ‘going a-mothering’. 

Thinking about that now, it is difficult to imagine a young servant girl able to make the 

60 mile round trip from here to Canterbury, and it’s not surprising that this ‘holiday’ 

developed instead into an opportunity to spend a day with their own families. As 

domestic service became less usual, in the 20th century, Mothering Sunday faded into 

near oblivion. A sad day for British culture, perhaps! This was certainly the opinion of 

vicar’s daughter, Constance Penswick-Smith, whose book, ‘The Revival of Mothering 

Sunday’ was a bid to rekindle an interest in the festival. It became – well – not exactly a 

‘best-seller’. So, not to be put off, she founded the ‘Society for the Observance of 

Mothering Sunday’. Nowadays, Mothering Sunday has melded almost seamlessly with 

its American cousin, ‘Mother’s Day’, which a certain Anna Jarvis invented in a desire to 

honour her own mother who had been a militant peace activist during the US Civil War. 

Interestingly, it was Anna, herself, who later condemned the growing commercialisation 

of Mother's Day, and started organising boycotts of the event she herself created! 

 

Whether you are someone who enjoys the great privilege of being a mother or a 

grandmother yourself, or whether you are the kind of person whose gift is to ‘mother’ 

others, whoever they are, may you use this special day to know how much you are 

loved and appreciated.  

 

Alison 

Licensed Lay Minister Reader in the Tenterden, Rother and Oxney Benefice 
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March Church Rota 2022 

                     Service              Sides person      Reader/ prayers      Refreshments  
 

6th March 
 

All-Age Worship 
 

 
Clive 

 
Roger Parrott/ 

Brenda   

 
Brenda/ Tom 

 

 
13th March 

 
Holy Communion 

 

 
Tom 

 
Tony/ Chris 

 
Donna 

 
20th March 

 

 
All-Age Worship 

 

 
Donna 

 
Jane/ Frances 

 
 Jo/ Jane  

  
27th March 

 
Mothering Sunday 
Holy Communion 

 

Clive 
 

Michael/ Donna  
 

 
Fay/ Tom 

 

 
3rd April 

 

 
All-Age Worship 

 

 
Philippa 

 
Frances/ Jane 

 

Brenda/ Philippa 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH FLOWER ROTA 

There will be no flowers in church during Lent which this year begins on 

2
nd 

 March. 

                                        ALTAR                                         WEST END 

April 17
th
 (Easter)       Paddy Moseley                               Wendy Thomas 

                                          HORNE CHAPEL: Judith Clifton 

If you are unable to take your turn, please telephone Judith Clifton on 758285 

or text 07840 356681 and the same numbers if you are unable to crack the 

code for the kitchen / Glory Hole for oasis etc. With lots of newcomers to the 

village I am hoping that some might like to join the flower rota? It involves 

committing to maybe around 5 turns per year and full training will be given! 

Why not give it a go? 

PRODUCE IN THE PORCH 

Thanks to everyone who leaves used jam jars, flower pots, plastic plant trays, 

books and knitting wool in the church porch. We gratefully use them all and 

hope you will continue in this way. Our well established cake-bake days will 

continue on alternate Saturdays, the next ones being on 5
th
 March, 19

th
 March 

and 2
nd

 April. As always every item (and ingredient) for sale is donated and all 

proceeds go directly towards the upkeep of our beautiful church. If you feel 

like a spot of baking for the cause, please contact Judith (758285) or Donna

(758266) for details. The porch is open every day from 9.00 am until dusk and 

there you will find our usual range of preserves, books and gifts. Thank you 

for your support.      J.C.               
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Methodist Church services for March  
 
Sunday 6

th
 March    United service at the Parish Church 

 
Sunday 13

th
 March    10.30 service in the Methodist Church 

 
Sunday 20

th
 March   10.30 service in the Methodist Church 

 
Wednesday 23

rd
 March  12 noon Holy Communion in the Methodist Church 

 
Sunday 27

th
 March   10.30 service in the Methodist Church 

 
Parent & Toddler group coming to 
Appledore Village Hall next month 
 

Come along with babies and toddlers to meet other 
parents and children. Lots of activities and refreshments.  
 
Run by local parents.  
 
Come and have a chat and meet new friends.  
 
Please call for further information - 07732104069.  
 
See you there!  
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   Appledore Village Show returns! 

 

After two years of pandemic, I am hoping that we can resurrect 
the annual village show.  Time has moved on and all the past 
organisers are also older. So, I am making no assumptions 
about who would like to be part of the Show organizing 
committee, apart from myself. As one of the founders, I will go 
on until I become old and demented! There is a small but steady 
amount of work from now until September – planning classes, 
finding judges, organising bakers of the scrumptious 
refreshments, finding sponsors, etc; and then a mad hectic two 
days, the day before and the day of the show itself. All the 
judges comment on the high standards of vegetables, fruit, 
plants, flowers, crafts, cookery and the range of ages of the 
competitors. 

We usually start with monthly meeting from about March/April. 

Please contact me – 01233 758564 or ruthasmith@sky.com to 
volunteer or for further information. 

Ruth Smith 

 

 

mailto:ruthasmith@sky.com
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    Parish Council Update March 2022 
    (https://www.appledorekent.org ) 
 

Council Tax 
At the January meeting the Parish Council voted to keep their share of next year’s 
council tax the same. For the average household (band D) that represents an 
annual charge of £71, a small fall on the current year. 

 

Village Refurbishment 
The upgrading work on the Village Hall is nearing completion with a final report 
expected from the Quantity Surveyor at the end of February. 
The Hall Committee will publicise the opening, including within the parish 
magazine. 

 

Fly-tipping 
Ashford Borough’s new Environmental Enforcement Team has clamped down on 
illegal fly-tipping right across the borough, handing out fines totalling more than 
£6,000 to a dozen offenders within six months of starting work. 
Many of the leads that end with offenders being caught come from residents 
alerting the team to fly-tipping incidents by using the Report It page on the 
council’s website –  
https://www.ashford.gov.uk/environmental-concerns/report-a-street-issue/fly-
tipping/. 

If you are employing a contractor to remove your waste, always check the waste 
disposer is legitimate. Ask for their waste carrier license, receipt and where they 
dispose of your waste. Check their registration on https://
environment.data.gov.uk/public-register/view/search-waste-carriers-brokers. 

 

New Council Contact Email 
The general contact email address for the clerk and the council as a whole will in 
future be enquiries.apc@gmail.com. The previous email will be redirected, so if 
you use the old email it will still be received. 

 

Broadband (Fibre To The Property Scheme) Update 
Openreach has recently reconfirmed that, currently, no further new schemes will 
be taken up for the next 6 months. Once the current schemes are completed, 
Openreach will again review halted schemes. 

Next Council Meeting – Monday 7
th

 March 7.30pm at St. Peter and St. Paul 

https://www.appledorekent.org
https://www.ashford.gov.uk/environmental-concerns/report-a-street-issue/fly-tipping/
https://www.ashford.gov.uk/environmental-concerns/report-a-street-issue/fly-tipping/
https://environment.data.gov.uk/public-register/view/search-waste-carriers-brokers
https://environment.data.gov.uk/public-register/view/search-waste-carriers-brokers
mailto:enquiries.apc@gmail.com
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Parish Council Contact Details 

  

Roger Hiskey  
(Chairman) 

  

01233 758 097 

  

  

apc.rhiskey@gmail.com 

  

  

Helen Hennig 
(Highways) 

  

01233 758 436 

07759 006324 

  

apc.hhennig@gmail.com 

  

  

Gary Kinsley 

  

07565 504629 

  

  

apc.gkinsley@gmail.com 
contact by messaging  
welcomed 

  

James Perkins 

  

01233 758 107 

  

apc.jperkins@gmail.com 

  

Chris Vane 

  

07816672919 

  

apc.cvane@gmail.com 

  

Charles Wilkinson 

  

01233 758 316 

07562 302809 

  

apc.cwilkinson@gmail.com 

  

  

Derek Winter 

  

01233 758 934 

  

  

apc.dwinter@gmail.com 

  

 
Mary Philo 
(Parish Clerk) 

 
01797 270 790 

 
enquiries.apc@gmail.com 

  

mailto:apc.rhiskey@gmail.com
mailto:apc.hhennig@gmail.com
mailto:apc.gkinsley@gmail.com
mailto:apc.jperkins@gmail.com
mailto:apc.cvane@gmail.com
mailto:apc.cwilkinson@gmail.com
mailto:apc.dwinter@gmail.com
mailto:enquiries.apc@gmail.com
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APPLEDORE HIGHWAYS & BYWAYS UPDATE    
  

I hope to have final costs of the current remaining Highway works ready for 
approval at the March council meeting. This does not mean the end of any 
improvements in our village, just completion of those works currently on our HIP 
(Highways Improvement Plan).   
Following further research by Highways it now appears that not only can we not 
have the small “repeater” 30mph signs through the village due to Street lighting, 
this also prohibits the use of the promised 30 mph “roundels” painted on the 
road.  At my last meeting I received sincere apologies for not having clarified this 
at an earlier date. I was of course, as you can imagine, extremely disappointed!  
RENEWAL OF ROAD MARKINGS:  I am currently working on the road markings 
at Four Wents and the damaged markings following the flood opposite The Oast.  
RECENT ACCIDENTS AT BOTH CROSSROADS:  
Highways have confirmed that they are seeing accidents at crossroads that 
appear not to be on Google maps or satnav.  This is of course no excuse for not 
driving with due care and attention to road signs and environment.  However, I 
think it is something that needs to be taken into account when looking at 
signage.  With this in mind I am going to again ask for the signage at 
both  crossroads to be re-visited and the yellow backed signs that you often see 
to be considered.  
SPEED WATCH:   Once the better weather and lighter mornings arrive we hope 
to launch this.  A number of residents signed up at our H&B Open day but this 
seems a long time ago.  Please contact me if you are interested in helping with 
this.  I have also been encouraged to start Freight Watch.  
FAULT REPORTING:  Anyone can report a fault. Please support our Highways 
work:     www.kent.gov.uk/highwayfaults   

  
BYWAYS / PROW – Public Rights of Way  

  
PROW  at KCC struggles to keep up with the demand on them, so I was delighted 
when a number of residents were keen to get involved and responded to my idea 
of forming a footpath group – now known as FOAF!  
Huge thanks must go to Tracy Morgan for taking on the mammoth task of putting 
together reports, updating them and co-ordinating things.   
Thanks to Jo Killick who has attended meetings, walked the walk and of course 
thanks to Stanley the dog, her assistant.  
Huge thanks also to Paul Ripley, our Footpath Warden, who I have worked with 
prior to forming our group but who has really stepped up to the mark (sorry about 
the pun!) and is currently putting a lot of effort into working on identified issues.  
Likewise, huge thanks must go to my fellow councillor, Gary Kinsley, who joined 
our merry group and is working hard with Paul and the team.  We are in contact 
with KCC/ PROW to ensure that the relevant parties responsible for maintaining 
our access to our paths are aware of their responsibilities.  

  

Please  don’t hesitate to contact me  with any concerns, ideas, 
offers of help  

 
HELEN HENNIG: 758 436, apc.hhennig@gmail.com, mobile:  07759006324  

  
 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/highwayfaults
mailto:apc.hhennig@gmail.com
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Answers to February Cross-Quote 2 

 

A  EMPATHY  J UNLEAD  R HIDDEN 

B BRAIDED  K THISTLE  S EDITOR 

C RAFFIA  L HEIFER  T INSULATE 

D ORDAIN  M ENTAIL  U GATHER 

E NOWHERE N REPLANT  V HINDMOST 

F TUMULUS  O ILLNESS  W TOLDEO 

G EVINCE  P NONSENSE X SOMALIA 

H WEATHER Q GULLIED  

 

 FIRST LETTERS: 

 E BRONTE 

 WUTHERING HEIGHTS  

Quote: IF ALL ELSE PERISHED AND HE REMAINED, I SHOULD STILL 
CONTINUE TO BE; AND IF ALL ELSE REMAINED AND HE WERE 
ANNIHILATED, THE UNIVERSE WOULD TURN TO A MIGHTY STRANGER.  I 
SHOULD NOT SEEM A PART OF IT. 

 

A Message from Pam Robinson, 64 The Street, 

Appledore 

Apologies to my fellow Appledorians for the 
horrible mess, where the hedge used to be, at the 
front of my property at 64 The Street. One of the 

poplar trees died and had to be removed. Some 
new plants were planted in the space, but they too 
died. Mature hedging will be planted at the end of 
February and hopefully will grow speedily and 
successfully. 
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                      Memories of the VILLAGE  SCHOOL by S.P. 

The school was in many ways the heart of the village. Children were not 

driven to school usually, and most mothers walked with the children. The 

school gate was the hub - for news, gossip, laughter, advice, opinions, recipes 

and all the important things that made up the lives of Sixties mothers. 

The building is Victorian, built by the Church on Church ground, why it is 

outside the village. In the hall, which earlier would have comprised the whole 

school, Mr Gerald Sweetman, the Headmaster, took the seniors. Mrs Leckie 

had the infants, originally in the small room which later became the office. 

Mrs. Rattenbury had the middle class, in the modern ‘prefab’. This became 

the canteen when it was cleared for school dinners. Mrs Paddon kept an eye 

on the canteen and the playground. Eat up and play nicely, little Johnny, or 

she will tell your mum! 

Walking to school meant younger children got used to the idea of school. Not 

everyone though. One little boy, when asked how he got on on his first day, 

admitted, “It wasn’t to-o bad.” Adding something he had no doubt heard a 

grown-up say, “But I don’t think I shall go again.” Bad news darling!  

The School year progressed in step with life around it. Fields were reaped and 

the infants arrived, mothers hiding tears seeing their babies in new uniforms. 

Lambs frolicked and the children enjoyed getting out of class for the Nature 

Walk to the church on Ascension Day. One summer outing created some 

excitement when the school party to London found a wallet on Horse Guards 

Parade. Violet Masters, who found it, was rewarded with one pound, worth 

more then. 

Beans climbed their poles and there was Sports Day in the school field with 

Open Day and prize-giving in the hall. The winter landscape slept but the 

Christmas Fair and Nativity Play were colourful and lively events. Country 

children grew up connected to the world around them, and kept this 

connection, even if their paths took them far away. 

One innovative idea was the construction of the swimming pool. It was 

erected in record time, from the fund-raising to the noisy splashings of excited 

children. An above-ground pool, it was situated in the extra classroom. Mr 

Sweetman made a video of the school, including the swimming lessons. 

Anyone who kept a copy probably won’t have the equipment to view it now, 

alas. 

Attendance registers were kept from the start in the 1870s. Early entries show 

that many children missed school entirely for weeks, spending their days 

working in the fields. This was often general practice in the countryside, 

accepted as inevitable.  Professional education of children was still something 

of a luxury. It is sad that the pandemic we have endured has had much the 

same effect on today’s education system. Eventually there were too few 

children, the school closed and pupils sent to Wittersham. The clanging 

school bell, the shouts and playground clamour had been silenced for ever. 
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APPLEDORE BELL-RINGERS 
 

I did write a piece in the magazine back in the early Autumn that if we were to 
continue to keep alive the tradition of bell-ringing in Appledore we were going 
to need more ringers.  I have been asked why we can practise on a Friday and 
yet are silent on a Sunday?  The answer is on a Friday visitors from other 
towers come along swelling our numbers, but on a Sunday they are in their 
own towers. 
 
Appledore, before the pandemic hit two years ago, was just about all right for 
numbers.  Most Sundays there would be either six or eight ringers. Although, 
to be honest, it was mainly six and occasionally only five.  Since then, one 
ringer has moved away, and a couple are still dubious about returning while 
Covid is still active.  I have no worries about that as I am certain they will be 
back as and when they feel safe to do so. 
 
After I wrote the last piece in the magazine there was one enquiry about the 
need for more ringers but unfortunately nothing materialised and it has been 
suggested that we try again.  Now, I am going to be honest, bell-ringing is not 
something you can pick up in just one evening of pulling a rope.  There is a bit 
more to it than that.  On the end of that rope, you have a bell weighing about a 
quarter of a ton, or in modern terms 250 kgs so it is not something that can be 
manipulated with ease.  It takes a while to get the hang of it but when you see 
an experienced ringer pulling the rope it looks really easy and it is.  Let the bell 
do the work!   Plus you have the pleasure and sense of achievement when you 
can join in for a service, and make a contribution to the lovely sound of the 
church bells.  
The bells in Appledore weigh between 4 cwt and 12 cwt - or 200 kgs and 
650 kgs which according to some towers is classed as ‘quite light’.  In nearby 
Tenterden the heaviest bell in the tower weighs in at 1400 kgs which is nearly 
a ton and a half and is known as the ‘heaviest eight in Kent.  I know what you 
are going to say, the heaviest bell in Canterbury Cathedral is heavier than 
Tenterden’s. True, but there are more than eight bells there. 
 
We are a very social bunch at Appledore, we are there on a Friday evening 
7.30pm - 9pm so why not come along and have a look and we hope to see you 
soon.  If you want more information there are numbers in the magazine - 
758362 for Frank, Ringing Master, or 758952 for Denise, secretary.  It would 
be great to get all bells ringing again.  
 
FRANK WENHAM 
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A BIT OF A SCARE 
 
 

The daffodils in our front garden are just starting to appear.  Accidentally, of 
course, I just trampled on some of them and got ticked off and was in the 
doghouse for a while.  How was I to know they were flowers and not stalks of 
grass?   
A few days later we had a visitor to the house which usually means a beach 
walk.  So in the early afternoon after lunch we set off.   My red winter coat is put 
on as it is not a warm day and there’s a cold wind at the coast.  I’m in my usual 
place sprawled across the back seat of the car and before too long we’ve arrived 
at the beach.  I cannot contain my excitement and as soon as I’m out of the car I 
grab the ball and I’m off across the beach and into the sea.   We walked along 
the beach to the far end, me chasing the ball and every time it’s thrown for me I 
come chasing back with it.  I never tire of this game.  On and on we go until we 
reach the far end of the beach.  After a brief rest on the rocks, we head off to the 
long pathway which runs along the top of the beach.  At the far end part of it is 
adjacent to the old golf course.   I’m running along as usual chasing the ball 
when it is thrown for me when suddenly it bounces high into the sky and over the 
wall.   Immediately I jumped up onto the wall and over the other side. I had no 
idea there was quite a drop down onto a private garden.    As soon as I had 
landed safely and got the ball, I realised there was no way back.  Of course, I 
tried to jump up on to the top of the wall, but it was too far away.  Nobody said 
“look out Brodie, it’s dangerous, there’s a nasty drop the other side.”  Now what 
was I going to do?  I ran up and down the garden and barked but there was 
nobody there.  Then I started to panic and ran frantically back and forth but there 
was no escape and no one to help me.  I could barely see her.  She was just 
peeping over the wall and she did look worried, as I was. Now what? At the far 
end of the garden, I spotted a lower wall.   Leaving the ball behind I ran and 
jumped over it into the garden next door and looked up to see my best friend in 
all the world clambering over the gate to rescue me.  Soon we were heading  
back along the path with me safely on the lead.  Before long I was back in the 
car in my usual place, sprawled on the back seat.  Nobody mentioned the lost 
ball. 
Arriving home, it was time for tea and quite a few treats, and a lot of cuddles.   I 
guess she was extremely pleased to have me back, safe and sound.  Oh boy, 
was I glad too after all that excitement.   
As it happens the broken stalks from the garden turned into yellow flowers which 
she put indoors and nothing more was said so I can safely assume that it really 
didn’t matter at all. 
Till the next time, stay safe in the garden and enjoy the Spring sunshine. 
 
Love Brodie x 
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Cross-Quote © 02 

The aim of Cross-Quote is to discover the text of the quotation in the grid below where the words are separated only by black squares and 
punctuation is ignored. To do this, solve the clues on the left and enter the answers in that grid. The letters should also be entered in the 
correspondingly numbered squares in the grid below. The more the quotation is revealed, the more help you will get in solving the clues. 

 

INFLAMMABLE DISTILLATE A 
11 76 157 115 42 119 33   

PURPOSE, OBJECTIVE B 
28 101 47 60 E 138 89 43 1 160 

PRIMULA, PRIMROSE C 
142 23 122 40 125 9 77   

JERK FORWARD IN AUSTRALIA? D 
10 48 2 153 61 53 105 123  

HELD BACK, VACILLATED E 
90 3 E 44 54 95 31 135 120 

E
 126 

ALTERNATIVELY F 
55 4 143 85 E 64 139 70 36 91 

E
 

UPLIFTING, SPIRITED G 
81 110 24 62 148 45 8   

TYNESIDE COMPASS BEARING H 
152 134 96 25 5 65    E 82 111 71 

RACKET, DIN (French) J 
22 98 12 56 130 116 136 140  

NAUTICAL ACTIVITY K 
99 137 92 155 141 6 83 30  

BUTTONED UP, SECURED L 
32 144 57 154 27   E 7 72   E 66  

MAKE BLUSH, MORTIFY M 
20 E 147 26 100 127 132 73 86 106 

ATTITUDE, PERSPECTIVE N 
49 151 67 E 13 58 93 159 29 87 

TRANSLUCENT VISOR O 
107 E 121 156 E 17 38 97 102 146 E  

BREAK, SEVER P 
16 63 78 37 124 145 131 E   

VERANDAS Q 
69 112 103 39 15 149    

SHIELD FROM HEAT OR COLD R 
50 34 68 18 59 128 118 79 E  

BODY INK ARTIST S 
117 21 114 129 88 158 35 150 161 

CRAVEN, FAINT-HEARTED T 
51 46 108 80 19 133 74 113  

STEAL (cockney slang) U 
104 52 75 14 41 94 84 109  

The first column above gives the first name and surname of the author and the title of the work from which this extract was taken. 

B1 D2 E3 E  F4 H5 K6 L7 G8  C9  D10 A11 

J12 N13  U14 Q15 P16  O17 R18 T19 M20 
E

  S21 J22 

C23 G24 H25  M26 L27 
E

 B28 N29 K30  E31  L32 A33 

R34  S35 F36  P37 O38 Q39 C40  U41 A42  B43 

E44  G45 T46 B47  D48  N49 R50 T51 U52 D53 E54 

F55 J56 L57  N58 R59 B60 
E

 D61 G62 P63 F64 H65 
E

  L66 

N67 
E

 R68 Q69 F70 H71 L72 
E

  M73 T74 U75  A76 C77 P78 

R79 
E

 T80 G81 H82 K83 U84 F85 
E

 M86  N87 S88  B89 E90 

F91 
E

  K92 N93 U94 E95 H96 O97 J98 K99  M100 B101 O102 

 Q103 U104 D105 M106 O107 
E

  T108 U109 G110  H111 Q112 T113 

 S114 A115 J116 S117  R118 A119 
E120 E O121  C122 D123 P124 

C125 E126  M127 R128 S129 J130 P131 
E

 M132  T133 H134  E135 

J136 K137 B138  F139 J140 K141 C142 F143  L144 P145 O146
E

  

M147 G148 Q149 S150 N151 H152 D153  L154 K155 O156 
E

  A157 S158 

N159 B160 S161            

 



19 

 

GRAPEVINE: MARCH 2022  

Items for insertion should be sent by the 17th of each month to: 

applegrapevine@aol.com 

This month we say goodbye to Nick Cavanagh and family and wish 

them all the very best as they relocate West, we believe. They will be 

greatly missed, especially by those whose gardens had been 

beautifully maintained over many years. 

We are saddened to learn of the passing of Harry Pearce. Harry 

lived on the edge of Brookland but was the Appledore Village 

Postman for very many years. A fond recollection from a 

longstanding resident, who, on hearing the sad news, recalls how 

Harry always enjoyed a welcome tot of homemade parsnip wine 

waiting for him from his mother, at Christmas time, as Harry went 

about on his rounds. We send our sincere condolences to his family 

and friends. 

Grapevine is being produced this month with the possibility of being 

cut off at any moment as the wind howls around the streets, and 

debris is flying everywhere. Hopefully everyone is safe, and not 

suffered any major damage. 

If anyone happens to come across the lid of a water butt, Brian 
Knight (Heathland House) would be very grateful to learn of its 
whereabouts! Perhaps you would like to share with us your 
experiences of Storm Eunice next month? 
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 Mother’s Day at The Black Lion 
The menu below  will be the only menu available on Mother's Day due to staff shortages.  

The menu will be available from 12 noon till 8 pm. 

It will be advisable to book as this is always a very busy day. 
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Letters to the Editor, Appledore Parish Magazine 
 
I have read the article in last month’s magazine re submitting articles for 
consideration to be  printed. I absolutely agree that there is no need for unkind 
comments but surely we, as residents in the parish of Appledore, have the right 
to express views and opinions about village matters. 
Comments for discussion at the Parish Council meetings are subject to the 
approval of the parish clerk as to whether they can be included in the minutes 
for discussion in the public section. Each comment is restricted to three 
minutes per person with a total of fifteen minutes in total for the public session. 
Hardly democratic. 
Are we now in a position where we have no opportunity to express an 
alternative opinion regarding matters of concern to the village? 
 
Signed: Denise Stephens 

I did not like to hear from this month's (February) issue that you have had 

negative comments - it really beggars belief! Keep up the good work please, we 

treasure our precious magazine and can only admire all the work you put into 

producing it each month. Thank you so much Maureen. 

Signed: Judith Clifton 

Editor’s Comments: 

Two very different reactions to a piece I wrote last month. Nowhere in the 

article did I say that I wouldn't  print the views of the residents of 

Appledore in what is after all your magazine! Indeed, I welcome and 

encourage articles to be submitted.  However, personal attacks and 

personal insults will not be tolerated.  

Asking people to be polite and punctual with their submissions is a far 

cry from stifling democratic debate in the village.  
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Appledore Parish Magazine Open Day 

 

On Saturday 12th March the Parish Magazine will be 
holding an Open Day in their room at the Methodist 
Chapel – the same day as the Local History Society 
are having an Exhibition in the Methodist Chapel. 

 

Do come along and see how your magazine is 
produced. There will also be pictures and details of 
its background and how and why it was started. 

 

It might be nice to see where we work now and then 
come along to our new venue in the refurbished 
village hall when it reopens! 

 

Free Admission and refreshments! 

Hope the cake decoration surrounding this 
persuades you to come and visit us!!! We have no 
shame!!! 

Appledore resident Terry Blaney has drawn attention to a new public service information 
source – “My Community Group Kent”. The newsletter can be found on the next two pages. 
 
‘My Community Group Kent’ (MCGK) is a newly established service, where, amongst other 
things, the PCSO Newsletter is being posted.   
  
Kate (our PCSO) has asked that the existence of ‘My Community Group Kent’ is publicised 
amongst the community (www.mycommunityvoicekent.co.uk).  It is a relatively easy on-line 
process for individuals to join this public service information source. 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mycommunityvoicekent.co.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb80a6f90fc6c40ee4fb508d9ed56fbf7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637801780244209647%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAi
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Dear All, 

 
Thank you for signing up to My Community Voice. I hope you find it is an efficent way to gain a insight into what 

we are doing in your local area. 

 
Let me just introduce myself, for those of you who do not know me. My name is PCSO Katherine Richards, 

but most people call me Kate. 

As your local officer, I will keep you updated through the week with any crime 

prevention, fraud awareness, advice that may help you. As well as up and 

coming Drop-in sessions. 

The areas that I cover are Tenterden, St. Michaels, Rolvenden, Newenden, 

Weald South and Isle of Oxney areas. 

In reasont weeks we have seen an increase of 

vehicle crimes in the local and Ashford areas. 

Please ensure your vehicles are as secure and 

safe as possible. 

 

 
Protect your car, leave it: 

 
• LOCKED -Lock your car when you leave it. 

• LIT – Park in a well – lit area. 

• EMPTY – Hide any items on show, don’t leave anything valueable inside. 

 
Updated News: 

An arrest has been made after officers uncovered a cannabis cultivation near Ashford. 

A warrant under the Misuse of Drugs Act was carried out at an outbuilding in Appledore during the 

morning of Friday 28 January 2022. 

Officers found around 300 cannabis plants growing in concealed rooms within the building. They were 

seized and horticultural equipment was dismantled. 

A 52-year-old man from Tenterden was arrested on suspicion of cultivating cannabis and has since been 

released on police bail until 25 February whilst enquiries continue.  

Your Local Newsletter 
February 2022 

Tenterden / St. Michaels / Rolvenden / Weald South / Isle of Oxney 
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Sadly we have had some Criminal damage reported at the Sports Pavilion in Tenterden. Took place on Monday 

17th January 2022 between 16:40 -18:50. Crime 

ref: 46/16300/22 if you know anything please 

report. CCTV is being reviewed. 

 
Crime statistics can be found at: 

https://www.police.uk/ 

ASB hots spots in my area have been patrolled 

and we need any issues to be reported, via the 

correct channels, we do not monitor community 

Facebook accounts and his is not how to report things. 

I would also ask if anything is happening in your area, please make sure 

you report it, 

via the correct 

channels 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you have any family or friends who would like to be kept updated, please share the QR code so that they can 

also sign up to My Community Voice. 

 
Kind Regards, 

PCSO Kate Richards 
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     FOR SALE! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of our 60th birthday celebrations we have put together a sketchbook of 

Appledore. These are drawings done in the 1960s by the first Editor of the 

Parish Magazine, Mr Sweetman. It is a fascinating glimpse into the history of 

Appledore and what the village looked like then. Mr Sweetman travelled all 

around the village sketching what he saw. Many of you will recognise your 

homes as they looked then. You might also see what the land looked like before 

your house was built! 

Some of the individual buildings named include: the Methodist Chapel; the 

Forstal; Horne’s Place Chapel; Oxney House; Swan House; the cottages on 

Court Lodge Road; the primary school; Victoria Terrace and Griffin Cottages; 

Hawthorn Cottages; many views of the Church - inside and out - as well as 

country views along the Military Canal and Gusbourne. 

If you would like to purchase a copy - the cost is £5 - please contact either the 

Editor on 01233 758249 or Brian Knight on 01233 758319.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Photocopying & Printing 
 

The Parish Magazine provides a Photocopying & Printing Service. 
Prices are: Black & White 6p per page, Colour 15p per page. 
We can print single- or double-sided. 
  
For further information or to place an order please contact Brian Knight. 
Tel: 01233 758319 or email thrkng@aol.com. 

mailto:thrkng@aol.com
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Rolvenden Village Hall Thursday Market 

Come and visit the Thursday Market  FREE ENTRY! 

Every Thursday morning 9-11am 

Fresh fish, local honey, knitting wool, homemade cakes and sausage rolls, 

preserves. 

Refreshments with bacon butties! 

 

Appledore get ready to get fit!!!! 

Exercise classes will soon be back in Appledore once the Village Hall 

reopens: 

Aerobics: 

"Mondays Move it Shake it " 

To 70s/80s/Latin themed music 

Easy to follow low impact Routines that will get you "Into the Groove"with Suzey. 

10-10.45am Mondays 

“Wednesdays Wakey- wakey!” 

6.15-7pm Wednesday 

For details contact Suzey 07732 789878 

 

Pilates: 

Tuesdays  9-10am Beginners 

  10-11am Everyone else! 

Thursdays 7-8pm Everyone else! 

For details contact Maureen 07715277599 
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Block Your Diaries: Platinum Jubilee, 2
nd

 June 2022 

Pleased to report the excitement is building for Appledore’s Platinum Jubilee 
celebrations. The theme is “1952” and the village is getting behind the festivities 
with a whole slew of activities for all ages. 

The Recreation Ground will be made into a ‘mock’ 
street party with numerous stalls from local artisans 
and food stalls, along with several beverage 
suppliers catering to all tastes. There will be food 
available to buy for people who’d prefer to have a 
‘day out’, and seating for families who’d prefer to 
bring a picnic. Ray and Sandra from the Black Lion 

will be laying on hot food on the rec’, along with 
Gusbourne’s wines, cocktail bar, and a Pimm’s 

wagon. 

The fun kicks off at 11am on the 2
nd

, and throughout the day we’ll be entertained 
by the Morris Dancers, the Cinque Ports Lindy Hoppers who’ll be showing us 
how to jive, Hart and Harper’s duet, and The Rockit Men – all of whom have a 
great local following, so come and enjoy the 
entertainment and support your local talent. 

We’d greatly encourage 1950s dress, and 
Katie and Jade from Blush are offering 1950s 
hair-dos for those who are really keen to look 
the part! The 1950s look is IN!  

Our Church is organising several activities, and 
the Appledore 
History Society is putting on a Jubilee exhibition at 
the Methodist Hall. The Appledore Garden 
Society will be selling plants, we’ll have a 
ceremonial tree planting, and an exhibition of period 
vehicles will be on display to add to the 1950s 
ambience. 

The grand finale will be the lighting of the Beacon at 
Horne’s Place to be viewed from the Recreation Ground to the accompaniment 
of Millie the bagpiper playing Diu Regnare, specifically written for the occasion 
by Stuart Liddell – the whole country will be piping the same piece of music at 
the same time – 9:35pm. 

This will be a wonderful event for all ages and a once in a lifetime celebration – 
never before have we had a sovereign celebrate 75 years as head of state. 

Many thanks to everyone who’s reached out and happily contributed to the 
organisation of this event. For further questions or suggestions please contact: 
apc.gkinsley@gmail.com 


